0 RELIASE-
- - 4

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL RA LSS setw
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 P @

April 11, 1569 S

wlsmﬂnvn - NODIS #
o o Y

National Security Study Memorandum No. 40
TO: The, Secretary of State .
The Secretary of Defense -
The Director of Central Intelligence Bpeolal 135‘3 bes seem .
Y
SURJECT: Israeli Nuclear Weapons Pragrnm‘ “ E’l:
: - C
The President has directed the preparation of a policy study on the
Israeli nuclear weapons program, c
. % . e,
As a background for this study, a thorough intelligence study should NS
be provided, describing our best estimate of the current state and o
The intelligence estirnate ~

future prospects of the Israeli program.
should be provided on a selected basis to the named individuals of the
Ad Hoc Comimittee of the Review Group and of the Natioral Secunrity

Council listed below.

The policy should {a) discuss as specifically as possible the implications
of Isrzel's nuclear weapons program for U, S, objectives in the Middld
East, in arms limitation and in non-proliferation of nuclear weapons,
and (b} describe the principal policy alternatives for the U.5. and the
full range of possible U.S. actions in the situations we are most likely
to face. For instance, thc paper might copsider alternatives {a) in the
present situation, {b) in a situation whore Israel is known by us bul not
by the Arabs to have completad a nuclear device, 'and {c) in a situation
where Isracl is kiown by us and by the Arabs to be ready to deploy
ruclear weapons. After analyzing alternatives, the paper may state a

viewpoint on a preferred course.

The President has directed that this study be prepared by an Ad Hoc
Group chaired by a represcentative of the Secretary of State and including

' representatives of the S: cretary of Deicnse, the Chairman of the Joint ~
Chiefs of Staff, the Director of Central Intelligence and the Assistant to -
the President for National Security Affairs, . :‘:

The paper should be submitted by April 25, 1569, to an Ad Hoc Commitice » i
of the NSC Revicw Group comprised of Elliot L. Richardsol, Uiider Bdere- G
tary of State; David Packard, Deputy Sccrctary of Defense; Richard Helms, ~9
Director of Gentral Intelligence; Geuneral Earle G, Wheeler, Chairman,
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Joint Chiefs of Staff, and chaired by the Assistant to the President for
National Security Affairs, The special committee of the Natlonal
Securify Council will be comprised of the Secretary of State, the Secre-
tary of Defense, thoe Director of Central Intelligence and the Assistant -
to the President for National Security Affairs. S '
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